
I
n anticipation of our new
exhibit, here is a sneak peak
into one period of the parlor

in the Mount Horeb Area.

The parlor had been
incorporated into many middle-class homes across the
nation by 1876, but among the rural Norwegian
emigrants, such formal spaces were few and far

between. In Norwegian-dominated Perry
township, the Jacobson home had the most
refined one that many had ever seen.

The Jacobsons were definitely of the
upper class. The patriarch, Abraham

Jacobson, was the pastor at the
Perry, Springdale, and East Blue
Mounds Norwegian Lutheran
churches, the most prestigious
position somebody in the
community could have held at the
time. In their parsonage parlor, they
received many guests and felt the
need to create the idealized American
parlor.

Abraham Jacobson was twelve
when he immigrated with his

family from Telemark, Norway,
to America. While his parents
mimicked their life in Norway
by farming on a small
homestead in Iowa, Abraham
was drawn to American ways.
As a young man, Abraham
worked at a hotel in Wisconsin,
entered Illinois State University,
and later studied at Concordia
Theological Seminary in St.
Louis, Missouri. Abraham
became a pastor and accepted his

position at Perry, Springdale
and East Blue Mounds in
1869.

Abraham and his wife,
Nicoline, had few

possessions when they moved to the Perry parsonage just
outside Daleyville. Within a few years they had transformed
the small home into one of the most well-appointed residences
of the area, including the parlor pictured here. The Jacobsons
purchased the village’s first organ, kept an up-to-date library
and ordered Victorian parlor furniture from a Norwegian
merchant in Milwaukee. Abraham and Nicoline even traveled
to the 1876 World’s Fair in Philadelphia with the O.B. Dahle
family (founders of Daleyville) where they undoubtedly saw
the latest example of not only American but also European
parlor décor.

Even when the Jacobson family decided to leave the parsonage
to move back to Abraham’s parents’ farm in Iowa, they
immediately expanded the simple log farmhouse to include a
parlor for the furniture and other possessions they brought
with them from Wisconsin.

Their parlor's grandiosity is further emphasized by their
having a picture taken of it, a rare interior shot from travelling
Norwegian-American photographer, Andreas Dahl’ s
photographic catalog.
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Parlors & Living Rooms:
The Expression of Home

DEBUTING SPRING 2020!

D
riftless Historium will
unveil an all-new exhibit
exploring the history and

customs of Southwestern Dane
County living rooms through
time, using artifacts, anecdotes
and case studies from our
community. We’ll take you
back, with four recreated rooms
spanning the era of the Mount
Horeb area’s earliest
immigrants to a groovy 1960s
time warp-and beyond! Stay
tuned for more information on
an opening date and related
programming.

The Jacobson family parlor, Town of Perry, c. 1876

“This is beautiful. It’s just like heaven.”
--a Norwegian relative referring to Jacobson’s parlor
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T
he Driftless Historium is proud to host the 2020
Mount Horeb High School Art Show & Sale.
Dozens of works of art in a variety of mediums,

all by Mount Horeb High School students, are viewable
daily through Saturday, March 14 in the
Kalscheur Family Foundation Community
Education Room. Stop by Monday through
Friday, 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. or Saturday and
Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The MHHS Art Show & Sale is hosted by
National Art Honor Society students, under the
mentorship of Anna King and Dana Showers, but
participation is open to any high school student-
they do not have to be involved in art class or
clubs. In the past, this annual show has featured
around 100 participants and over 150 pieces of
artwork. After the work is collected, NHS
students help mat and label the work, and also
install the show.

The show is judged (usually by local artists) in
categories such as paintings, drawings, ceramics,
sculpture, metals, etc. There are awards for first,
second and third place, as well as honorable mention, in
each category, as well as a "best in show." There will
also be a "community vote" ballot box (and, remember
to stop by, because YOUR VOTE COUNTS!). Awards
will be verified and "winning" pieces labeled
accordingly the night before the closing reception.

Please note: Some of the pieces are for sale. Interested
parties can reserve their choices on a first-come-first-
serve basis, and sales can be completed during student-
hosted hours.

Susan #1, Susan #2,
Needle felt artwork,
by Emma Van Orsdel

Oisín and Niamh, pen, by Marin Danz Orsdel

Mount Horeb High School Art Show & Sale
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W
ithin the Driftless,” a special
exhibition spotlighting rural
Mount Horeb-based artist Kathy

Hofmann, opened Saturday, February 15 at
the Driftless Historium. The fine arts
gallery show features new acrylic paintings
by Hofmann, as well as a photographic
study by local photographer Ron Lutz II.

Wisconsin native Kathy Hofmann has
spent the past decade in the Driftless area
painting local rural landscapes. Hofmann’s
quiet, intimate paintings recall the work of
the Barbizon painters and Luminist style of
the Hudson River School. As with those
painters, Hofmann reveres and finds
inspiration in the land. Her desire to
document this unique region is spurred by
both a reverence for the land, and an
awareness of inevitability of human impact
and natural processes—she knows the
landscape can and will change.

A series of photographs by Ron Lutz II
add even more depth to the exhibit. With a
background in museum and gallery work
(including time in the Exhibits Department
of the Carnegie Museum of Natural
History), Lutz travelled with Kathy for
weeks across the countryside of

southwestern Dane County, documenting her artistic
journey as she sought out and captured the Driftless
vistas, views and animal inhabitants that would be
featured, in spirit or substance, in her paintings.

“Within the Driftless” is, then, both an homage to our
natural surroundings, and an insightful look at the
artistic birthing process of this homage.

Kathy Hofmann holds an MFA in Painting from the
University ofWisconsin-Milwaukee. Her work is
exclusively represented by Milwaukee’s Tory Folliard
Gallery. All “Within the Driftless” works will be
available for sale, with a portion of proceeds donated to
the Mount Horeb Area Historical Society. For more
information, call 608-437-6486 or email
mthorebhistory@mhtc.net.

"Within the Driftless"
Brings Artist Kathy Hofmann Home

"Holstein," Acryllic on Board, 2019. Kathy Hofmann

Photography by Ron Lutz II



Mount Horeb Area Historical Society

Past Times - February 2020 4

A Closer Look
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DIRECTOR’S CIRCLE

Bill & Jan DeAtley,

The DeAtley Family Foundation

Mount Horeb

PATRON
Karla Ott & Jeremy Kessenich

Mount Horeb

David & Lois Schmidt
Mount Horeb

Robert & Nancy Woodburn
Excelsior, MN

SUSTAINING
Fred&BarbaraBrown

(Life Members)
Ames, IA

Peter Waltz (Life Member)
Mount Horeb

David & Janet Andersen
Mount Horeb

Chris Coffin
Blue Mounds

Thomas & Ruth Dobson
Mount Horeb

Eileen Hanneman &
Larry Sromovsky
Madison

Rose Klir
Mount Horeb

Donald & Sherry Krantz
Cross Plains

Phil & Sue Krejci
Mount Horeb

John & Jennifer Kuse
Mount Horeb

Richard Lust
Verona

Lucille McKee
Monona

John Pare
Mount Horeb

Ruth Richardson
Mount Horeb

Peter & Carol Riphahn
Mount Horeb

John & Catherine Schwenn
Walworth

Mary Spaay
Mount Horeb

Ron & Jennifer Spielman
Monroe

Gerald & DiAnne Stamn
Mount Horeb

Irvin & Judith Steinhauer
Mount Horeb

Marjorie Sutter
Mount Horeb

John & Janet Swartz
Mount Horeb

Robert Tollund
Bloomington, MN

Allan & Mary Ver Voort
Mount Horeb

CONTRIBUTING
Thomas & Jeanene Alery

Blue Mounds

Frances Barman-Paulson
Waunakee

Charles Bauer & Charles Beckwith
Madison

Randall Binning
Mount Horeb

Marie Kay Bjelde
Burlington

Joel & Merel Black
Blue Mounds

Tom Broman & Lynn Nyhart
Barneveld

Merodee Buechner
Mount Horeb

James & Dixie Burns
Mount Horeb

Patrick & Carol Dann
Mount Horeb

Roger & Kelly Deterding
Blue Mounds

Ray & Sherry Einerson
Dodgeville

Tia Fagan, WI Eudaimonia Center
Verona

Alan & Roxanne Fauque
Mount Horeb

Robert & Kelli Fisher
Mount Horeb

Tim & Liz Geiger
Mount Horeb

Brad & Karen Grundahl
Hollandale

Kris Haag
Cottage Grove

Julie Hamm, Hearts & Hands
Mount Horeb

Bob & Molly Jahn
Blue Mounds

Fred Johnson
Blue Mounds

Nick & Sarah Jungels
Mount Horeb

John Koffel
Madison

John Krueger
Middleton

Donna & Daniel Lavold
Waupaca

Lora Lee
Mount Horeb

Gerhard & Sonja Luetschwager
Mount Horeb

Shirley Martin
Mount Horeb

Tom & Kitty Midthun
Merrimac

Angele & Andy Mlsna
Mount Horeb

Phyllis Murphy
Barneveld

Sondy Pope
Mount Horeb

Lucy & Charles Ramshaw
Mount Horeb

John & Karen Ranum
Mount Horeb

Francine & Arnold Rask
Mount Horeb

John & Vicky Rosenbaum
Mount Horeb

Roger & Cheryl Schlesser
Mount Horeb

Donald & Carol Schwarz
New Berlin

Barry Seifert & Justine Chien
Madison

David Sherlock & Jennifer Gottwald
Mount Horeb

Jenifer Stone
Mount Horeb

Paul Sutter &
Mary McDonough Sutter
Mount Horeb

John & Judith Temby
Mount Horeb

Donna & Chester Thomas
Brooklyn

Russell & Joann Throndson
Middleton

Paul Vassalotti
Cross Plains

Peter Walton, Walton & Associates
Mount Horeb

David & Joyce Williams
Mount Horeb

Robert & Alice Wirth
Colgate

Jon & Nancy Wolfgram
Blue Mounds

HyukYu
Blue Mounds

HOUSEHOLD
Rayne Arneson &

Michael Losenegger
Mount Horeb

2020 Dues Paying Members

2020
MEMBERSHIP

Mount Horeb Area Historical Society

Our Member family is growing—
but there’s still empty seats at the table!

Won’t you join us?
We can do more with YOU at our side!

Help Us Meet Our 2020 Goal
of 50 New Members!

Send friends and family our way,
and consider gifting a Membership.

Call (608) 437-6486 to request
a Membership info packet, or visit

http://www.mthorebhistory.org/memberships.html
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Russell Ayers
Oak Park, MI

Patrick & Ruth Baier
Mount Horeb

David & Ann Baumgartner
Mount Horeb

Kenneth & Deborah Berg
Mount Horeb

Bonnie Bollig
Verona

Christi & Josh Breunig
Mount Horeb

Michael Bridgeman &
Jack Holzhueter
Madison

Bill & Lynne Buckingham
Mount Horeb

Raymond & Carol Clinton
Mount Horeb

Marcia & Kevin Cornnell
West Allis

Jody & Laurent Crolla
Mount Horeb

Jim & Gloria Davies
Mount Horeb

Owen Doran
Mount Horeb

Michelle Godez &
Stewart Schilling
Dodgeville

Eddie & Cheryle Goplin
Blue Mounds

Debrah & Jay Gunderson
Mount Horeb

Ruth Haglund
Mount Horeb

Donald & Barbara Hartman
Verona

Duane & Patsy Hofstetter
Merrillan

Stanley & Patsy Hook
Verona

Dr. Tom & Nancy Nye Hunt
Ridgeway

Calli Ingebritsen
Mount Horeb

Steve & Karen Johnson
Mount Horeb

Rich & Carol Johnson
Black Earth

Dolores Kahl
Mount Horeb

LaVonne Kellogg
Mount Horeb

Carolyn Kelly-Davis
Verona

Ken & Sara Kittleson
Mount Horeb

Becky Kleppe
Mount Horeb

Eloise & William Kuenzi, Jr.
Blanchardville

Dennis & Mary Lokken
Mount Horeb

Michael Losenegger &
Rayne Arneson
Mount Horeb

Vernon & Sylvia Lowell
Mount Horeb

Guy & Martha Martin
Mount Horeb

Mathew Marty &
Katherine Wiggins
Madison

Kenneth Miller
Colora, MD

Richard & Linda Nechvatal
Mount Horeb

Mary Penninga
Mount Horeb

Thomas & Georgene Pomplun
Mount Horeb

Robert Radford
Verona

Bruce Roth
Riverside

Barbara & Dumont Schmidt
Blue Mounds

Jeffrey & Kathleen Schultz
West Allis

Lawrence & Sally Soltis
Mount Horeb

Doris Stapelmann
Mount Horeb

James & Dina Stoenner
Mount Horeb

Denise Sullivan &
Bernard Schmelzer
Mount Horeb

Violet Thompson
Blue Mounds

James & Marly Van Camp
Mount Horeb

Larry & Patricia Ziemer
Mount Horeb

Connie Jo & Gary Zwettler
Blue Mounds

Alice Punwar (Life Member)
Madison

INDIVDIUAL
Allen County Public Library

Fort Wayne, IN

Russel Amacher
Fort Atkinson

Eleanor Arneson
Mount Horeb

Carl Arneson
Madison

Sam Arneson
Madison

Aimee Arrigoni
Mount Horeb

Norma Baker
Mount Horeb

Carolyn Bierman
Mount Horeb

Karen Buchanan
Mount Horeb

Andy Burkart
Blue Mounds

Jane Burns
Mount Horeb

Eileen Burton
Ridgefield

Alan Colvin
Mount Horeb

Louise Couillard
Verona

Lois H. Dale
Mount Horeb

Beverly Eckel
Mount Horeb

Susan Eisele
Mount Horeb

Polly Field
Mount Horeb

Elizabeth Field
Mount Horeb

Patricia Flom
Mount Horeb

Barbara Gordon Furstenberg
Madison

Linda Gerke
Madison

Dorothy Handrick
Mount Horeb

John Helmenstine
Milwaukee

Gertrude Henderson
Mount Horeb

Meda Heywood
Marshfield

Kathy Hofmann
Mount Horeb

Sandra Hook
Mount Horeb

Deb Jameson
Belleville

Judy Kleinert
Mount Horeb

Allen Knudson
Blue Mounds

JoAnn Kyle
Winslow, AZ

Timothy Long
Mount Horeb

Claudia Looze
Highland Township

Fred Luhman
Lakewood, CO

Hazel Maloney
Westbrook, ME

Helen Martinson
Fitchburg

Sue Martinson-Zyhowski
Fitchburg

Pamela Mather
Madison

Beth McMahan
Casper, WY

Charles Misky
Mount Horeb

Lola Moore
Grand Coulee, WA

Charlotte Mullin
Barneveld

Raymond Nelson
Coralville, IA

Doug Nesheim
Mount Horeb

Kathy O'Donnell
Mount Horeb

Peggy Peterson
Madison

Deb Piquette
Barneveld

Georgia Post
Mount Horeb

Joyce Powers
Mount Horeb

JoAnn Prehn
Mount Horeb

Joseph Prescott
Mount Horeb

Mary Price
Mount Horeb

Carol Quall
Mount Horeb

Jerald Remy
Belleville

Our Supporters deserve to be recognized-and
recognized accurately! Please inform us promptly
of any omissions or corrections. Call 608-437-6486
or email mthorebhistory@mhtc.net.

OMISSION: Charles Bauer and Charles Beckwith
(Madison) responded to our call for support and
signed a pledge that will result in a decade of
operational assistance.
As a result, we were pleased to offer them naming
rights to the “Back to the Land” exhibit in the
Historium’s main gallery. Their generosity was
inadvertently absent from our November 2019
newsletter listing of “2018 Gifts”, “Major Gifts
and Sponsorships $20,000+.”
We apologize for this oversight.

2020 Dues Paying Members
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Melba&NormRick
Mount Horeb

William Robichaud
Barneveld

Saundra Roth
Mount Horeb

Jackie Sale
Mount Horeb

Jack Saltes
Mount Horeb

Richard Schaller
Madison

Nancy Schallert
Sun Prairie

Ellie Schmidt
Mount Horeb

Beverly Schwierske
Mount Horeb

Cathy Scott
Mount Horeb

Janet Sherven
New Glarus

David Stenseth
Verona

Jane Stenseth
Verona

Bob Stampfli (Life Member)
Verona

Vivian Stone
Mount Horeb

Mary Sutter
Mount Horeb

Jean Sutter
Mount Horeb

Cheryl Sutter
Verona

Anne Swiggum
Mount Horeb

Karen Tetzlaff
Mount Horeb

Marcia Theusch
West Bend

Janice Von Stein
Mount Horeb

Mary Walsh
Blue Mounds

Nancy Williamson
Fremont

Louann Zibell
Milwaukee

Kathie Zwettler
Madison

BUSINESS GOLD
Schulenberg Land Care

Mount Horeb

Premier Building Solutions, Inc.
Mount Horeb

BUSINESS SILVER
Midwest Prototyping

Blue Mounds

The Electrician, Inc.
Mount Horeb

Sign Art Studio
Mount Horeb

Miller & Sons Supermarket
Mount Horeb

BUSINESS ADVOCATE
Baer Insurance Services

Middleton

Fink's Paving & Excavating, Inc
Mount Horeb

Sunn Cafe
Mount Horeb

Pioneer Environmental Inc.
Mount Horeb

Community Developers Inc.
Mount Horeb

Mount Horeb Dental
Mount Horeb

Helwig Auto Clinic
Mount Horeb

Inga Orth, 4th generation dairy farmer and host of the popular PBS
Television program, "Around The Farm Table," brought her trademark
charm, wit and love of locally-sourced, farm fresh recipes to the Driftless
Historium, Saturday, November 16.

With seating limited to 25, "Holiday Cooking with Inga" quickly sold out. While she worked on a batch of tartlets, with
the help of business partner, show producer and father, Rick, Inga regaled the crowd with entertaining anecdotes about
her meandering path back to rural life after failing out of cosmetology school, and her passionate advocacy for the
American small farmer.

Couldn't make it? You're in luck! Inga left her recipe behind--I hope she doesn't mind we're sharing it!

THIS JUST IN: Inga returns to Mount Horeb, November 21, 2020! Ticket sales will open in September.

Holiday Cooking with Inga Event a Success!

2020 Dues Paying Members

ALL NEW!
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I
f we could bottle the dependability, work ethic and spirit of community of
husband-wife Super Team Mary Jane and Leo Hull, we’d have a valuable
commodity, indeed! Mary is a regular fixture behind-the-scenes at the

Driftless Historium, where she diligently toils away three mornings every
week on data entry and organization projects that make our archives collection
ever more accessible for staff, volunteers and the public. And we aren’ t the
only ones who recognize Mary’s value—with her always-willing attitude,
attention to detail and background in administration, Mary has served in
Mount Horeb’s nonprofit scene for years. Husband Leo is one of our front
desk “once-a-weekers,” those fabulous souls who help us keep costs down and
the museum doors open every day by providing free and capable frontline
service. Stop by some day soon, and there’s a good chance it’ s Leo’s
handsome face that will greet you. Thank you, Mary and Leo, for being you!

Write your own " job description" of what you do here at the Society.

Leo: I man the front desk, sell gift shop items, and take admissions.

Mary: Currently I am catalouging our collection of photographs into our Past
Perfect computer program. This program allows for searching past history
through photos - by name, topic, date, etc.

How long have you volunteered for the Society?

Mary: In 2005 I began as a front desk volunteer. About five years ago I began
doing data entry.

What is your favorite part of volunteering?

Leo: Gets me out of the house, meeting people.

Mary: I feel I am contributing a very useful service to the Mount Horeb community. I am learning its history and
appreciate how the community comes together to make our village great. The museum has a wonderful staff to work with.

Who or what got you interested?

Leo: Always liked history, a chance to contribute within my limited physical abilities.

Mary: A friend asked me to volunteer to work the front desk. Then the need arose for someone to enter data into
computer. Since I was retired and had lots of computer experience, I volunteered. Working here is a wonderful relief from
a hectic business world.

Tell us about your family.

Leo and Mary: We had three children, one here in town, one in Oregon, and one recently passed away in Indiana. Total of
four grandchildren.

Tell us about your education and vocational background.

Leo: High School - USAF language school (Russian) - various college courses - 40 years working in office machine /
computer maintenance

Mary: My employment has mostly been in the insurance industry beginning as an underwriter for American Family. In
2003 I retired as company secretary/manager for Dodgeville Mutual Insurance Company. Also have experience in Real
Estate and Building Trades.

Why is the Mount Horeb area the best place on earth?

Leo: Mt Horeb offers the small town advantages - safe streets, quiet living - with Madison's city attractions within easy
reach

Mary: We love it here! I have been involved with Mound Vue Garden Club and Hands All Around Quiet Club. As I knew
no one upon moving to Mount Horeb, these clubs made me feel welcome and I now have many friends.

Volunteer Spotlight: Meet Leo and Mary Hull
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Mount Horeb, WI 53572
mthorebhistory.org
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EXHIBITS & ART INSTALLATIONS

Special Exhibits Gallery

Feb 16 – Mar 30

“Within the Driftless,” Paintings by Kathy Hofmann
with Photos by Ron Lutz II

Spring 2020 (opening date TBA)

“Parlors & Living Rooms: The Expression of Home”

Community Room

Jan 20 – Mar 14

Mount Horeb High School Art Show & Sale

Mar 15 – Apr 18

Mount Horeb Area Arts Association
Member Showcase

Apr 19 – May 31

Photography by Melissa Roelli

OTHER ARTISTS & INSTALLATIONS PENDING

EVENTS

THIRD THURSDAYS

Mar 19, Apr 16, May 21 , June 18

FREE Admission for Dane Co residents,

Open until 8pm

Sat, Mar 14

MHHS Art Show Closing Reception

Thurs, Mar 19

“WI in Watercolor: Life & Art of Paul Seifert”

Mon, Apr 6

4th Annual “Flavor of the Year” Ice Cream Tasting

Sat, Apr 25

Roelli Artist Reception

Thurs, May 21

“Wisconsin Votes: A History”
by Dr. Robert Booth Fowler

Sat, June 6 & Sun, June 7

3rd Annual Native Art Marketplace

Watch for Expanded Line-up ofMusic,
History, Crafts and More!

All events take place at the Historium and are FREE,
unless otherwise noted. Additional programming
TBD; check Facebook & website or call
608-437-6486 for the latest event info.

Upcoming Events

Mount Horeb Area Historical Society

Mount Horeb Area
Historical Society

Board of Directors

John Kuse-President

John Swartz-Vice President

Karla Ott-Secretary
William Thousand-Treasurer

Marlyn Grinde (Honorary)

Shirley Martin

Peter Riphahn

David Schmidt

Emily Togstad

Lee Underwood

Operations

Destinee Udelhoven-Director

Johnna Boysse-Curator

Drifltess Historium
Museum & Research Center

Open 10am-4pm Daily

100 South Second Street

Mount Horeb, WI 53572

(608) 437-6486

mthorebhistory.org

FIND US ON FACEBOOK


