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Downtown Troll Town Scavenger Hunt 
 

These are the general walking directions for the scavenger hunt,  
and all the clues are in the order you will encounter them on the walk.  

Your trek will take you in a circular, clockwise route starting and ending  
at the Driftless Historium (100 S 2nd St). Remember to stay on the  

sidewalks and be very careful crossing the streets! 
 
1. Head out the front doors. Look across the street and slightly to the right.  

On the corner of Second and Front Streets is the Grumpy Troll Restaurant. The building  
started its life as a creamery. What year was it built?   
  
 

2. Walk down the steps to your right and continue south along Second Street. Stop at the 
intersection with Front Street. Look over your right shoulder to the side of the green  
Driftless Historium building. The large mural on the side of the building celebrates the 50th 
anniversary of the Mount Horeb Area Historical Society.  
What color is the truck in the mural?  
 
 

3. Cross Front Street and continue south along Second Street until you reach the Military Ridge 
Trail; turn right. You’re walking alongside what is called the Mount Horeb Station. This building 
was designed to give us an idea of what the train depot (originally located one block to the west) 
looked like, but the building was given a more “Viking” look by adding what mythical 
creatures to the roof?  
 
 

4. Continue along the trail until you have crossed First Street and stop on the sidewalk.  
Look to your left. The building you see resembles the grain elevator that stood near the train 
tracks and original depot. “Mount Horeb Farmers’ Co-Op” is written on the building.  
The structure is decorated with mosaic-style murals on the two sides you can see.  
How many are there?  
 
 

5. Turn around and walk up First Street toward Main Street, but first stop at the intersection with 
Front Street. Look diagonally across the intersection to the building with the name Hoff  
in gray letters on it. The Hoff family made its name in Mount Horeb by running the Hoff 
Department Store further up the street for decades. What are the two useful decorations  
at the very top of the gray portion on the corner of the building?   
 
 

6. Cross Front Street and continue towards Main Street. As you near the end of the block, the 
building originally built as the State Bank of Mount Horeb is on your left. Today, it is known as 
the Makers’ Market. How many gray columns stand at the front of the entrance?  

 FLIP PAGE 



 

7. Cross Main Street using the crosswalk. (Again, remember to cross any streets carefully!)        
When you reach the sidewalk on the north side of the street, you look directly into a window  
on the Duluth Trading Company store. The window is filled with the kind of things you would 
have bought at the hardware store when it was in this very location over 100 years ago.  
What do you see in the window?  

 
 

8. Continue along Main Street until you come to Bargain Nook at 126 Main Street. This building 
originally housed the Fossage furniture store, and then for decades, it was a Ben Franklin  
variety store run by the Vasen family. The front of the building, like many on Main Street, 
is covered by what is called a facade, or false front to add to the building’s appearance.  
How many peaks are on the top of this building’s facade? 
 
 

9. Continue along the sidewalk to Driftless Social. This building has been a restaurant for 
generations: first Olson’s restaurant, which became Gobles, then Schubert’s, and now the 
Driftless Social. Something that’s been on the building for that entire time are the flower 
decorations that stick out above the windows and door of the building.  
What color are these flowers?  
 
 

10. Turn left at Second Street. As you walk north, one of the tallest structures in Mount Horeb will 
stand over you on your left. It’s white with black lettering. What is it? 
 
 

11. Continue north on the sidewalk for a few more steps. The next building is set back from the 
sidewalk and has a belltower on its roof.  
What do you think this building was used for in 1889?  
 

12. Let’s turn around and head back down Second Street. As you get closer to Main Street, look 
across the street to your left. There’s a brick building that has a big, gray tower rising up in the 
middle of it. The left side of the building is the original part built almost 100 years ago.  
What company built that building?  
 
 

13. Continue south and cross Main Street at the light. While you’re standing on the corner, look 
across the intersection to the other side of Second Street. The building on the corner is known  
as the Dahle building, because it was the Dahle Bros. department store a long time ago  
(you can still see the “os.” on the side of the building).  
What is the name of the business in the corner of the building today? 

. 
GOOD JOB! You’re finished! 
Return to the Driftless Historium 
to check your answers, 
and claim your prize! 
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